Offices of the Judge Advocate General

Personal interviews were conducted with key
senior military and civilian lawyers in the Pentagon.
Military cases were collected from the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Air Force. They cover both civil
and criminal matters.

3. Annual Reports and Summary Documents

Reference was made to annual reports and other
documents prepared by organizations deciding or liti-
gating AIDS cases, Such documents often provided
useful brief illustrations of cases in a variety of topical
areas, such as discrimination, commercial, or criminal
law. In many of the administrative law areas (e.g.,
human rights commissions), cases handled were typi-
cal and thus a brief summary characterization of them
is included in the survey.

In addition to published and unpublished reports,
we also conducted personal interviews with counsel
to each organization. Counsel furnished us with up-
dated statistics and case illustrations.

The following organizations provided assistance:
New York City Human Rights Commission, San
Francisco Human Rights Commission, San Francisco
AIDS Legal Referral Panel, Los Angeles Office of
the City Attorney, and the Office of Civil Rights of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

4. Commercial Reporting Services, Newspapers,
and Periodicals

When necessary, because the original source docu-
ment was not readily or actually available, reference
was made to commercial reporting service sources or
to newspapers or other periodicals.

By far the most valuable secondary source was the
AIDS Litigation Reporter (ALR) published by An-
drews Publications, We reviewed the entire series of

biweekly issues of ALR from its inception in Novem-
ber 1987 to its second April issue in 1989.

5. Computerized Legal Research

A complete computerized search on WESTLAW
was undertaken in March 1989. WESTLAW is a
database containing reported and some unreported
cases from all Federal courts. WESTLAW also re-
ports all of the highest level State courts for each
State, but only some of the lower level courts for
some of the States.

We also conducted less comprehensive searches on
LEXIS, a database that is comparable to
WESTLAW. Most importantly, we Shepardized most
case cites in the survey in June 1989. Shepardizing is
a technique that generates the most up-to-date cite for
court cases and indicates whether other courts have
cited that case.

Case Selection Criteria

Cases were selected if they dealt with HIV issues in
more than a minimal way. For instance, in a number
of cases, AIDS or HIV was mentioned in a footnote
and the remainder of the case was about another type
of infection. These cases were rejected. Similarly, if
the litigation dealt with AIDS or HIV but the court's
ruling or the litigation dealt only with technical legal
procedure, such as a motion to transfer a case from
the Federal court to the State court, such cases were
also rejected. Where, however, procedural issues had
a direct effect on the outcome of the litigation, such
as the determination of the time from which the stat-
ute of limitations would run, such cases were in-
cluded.

Cases were read, evaluated, summarized, and then
classified according to subject matter. Often cases
raised several important issues and a subjective choice
was made as to where it would be classified in the
subject matter outline.
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